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Island Still another basin is scooped out of the southern edge
of the Western Plateau and forms the weird monotonous
Nullarbor Plain across which the transcontinental railway
runs north of the Great Australian Bight
II    THE CLIMATE OF AUSTRALIA
In a country ranging through nearly 2 000 miles of latitude
a great variety of climate would be expected The Tropic
of Capricorn marks about the central axis of the continent
and speaking generally the climate for such a great area is
remarkably uniform Its island nature and the lack of any
great heights are other factors which help to regulate the
climate of Australia This may be described as warm to hot
but in general it is cooler than other regions in corresponding
latitudes Only m the south east and south west and in the
highlands is the cold season at all well marked By way of
contrast it is only on the coastal lowlands within the tropics
that physical discomfort is a barrier to white settlement
Because it is an island with greatest width east and west
and because it is a relatively small continent  only a com
paratively small portion of the whole area is more than 500
miles from the nearest ocean  and the moderating influence
of the ocean is earned far inland except in the north west
On the eastern side warmer conditions are earned as fai
south as Tasmania by the East Australian branch of the
Equatonal Current    The greater part of the southern coast
comes under the influence of the cold westward drift    The
relatively low mountains   furthermore   are not such pro
nounced obstructions to air circulation as the great heights
along the western edge of the Americas
The most powerful influences therefore are the tropical
trade wind circulation in the north and the westerly wind
system in the south The connection beta een these and the